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One of my favorite quotes comes from Yogi Berra: “When 
you come to a fork in the road, take it.” At first glance you 
may smile or laugh at this seemingly silly quote, but to me 
the quote is insightful. Life is full of twists and turns—and 
forks. To be successful one must persevere and take 
whatever we are given. In other words, when you come to 
a fork in the road choose wisely but, most importantly, 
keep going and never give up. 
This past year had more twists, turns, and forks in the 
road than any year I can think of. We had to deal with a 
pandemic that required masks and social distancing. We 
had political turmoil and racial strife. Nothing was normal. 
If ever a time tested our resolve, this was the year. 
Despite all the problems, accounting students, faculty, 
alumni, and firms rose to the occasion showing 
tremendous adaptability and resilience.   
Our classrooms changed to allow for social distancing 
and masks, but we never missed a beat. Students 
excelled and faculty found new ways to teach. For 
example, we continued the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) program by collecting information from 
taxpayers at drop-off sites and completing tax returns 
remotely in the computer lab. Our faculty received 
national recognition. Andrea Scheetz chaired the 
American Accounting Association’s mid-year meeting of 
the Forensic Accounting Section. Justin Evans was 
awarded the prestigious American Business Law Journal 
excellence in research award and was awarded best 
proceedings paper from the Southeast Academy of Legal 









Accountancy published 14 journal articles and the 
average student credit hours taught was just under 1,000 
per faculty member—not bad during a pandemic. 
In many ways, students excelled even more than faculty.  
Classes switched from live to zoom, but they persevered. 
Beta Alpha Psi was again recognized as a superior 
chapter. The Accounting Association, the National 
Association of Black Accountants, and the student 
chapter of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners 
continued normal operations despite having no live 
meetings. Students completed internships, attended 
virtual career fairs, passed the CPA exam, and landed 
jobs.  
Our alumni continue to hire our students. Their support is 
second to none, they provide time and money. The 
School of Accountancy advisory council continued its 
support for our program. When Tim Pearson passed 
away, Tim Veal and Marlan Nichols from Nichols Cauley 
proposed the establishment of an endowed scholarship in 
Tim’s honor. The advisory council quickly jumped on 
board providing $60,000 to kick off the campaign. 
Throughout the pandemic the council has provided 
guidance and support.   
As interim director I could not be prouder of the 
tremendous faculty, students, advisory council, alumni, 
and firms. The School of Accountancy has a tradition of 
developing great accountants and has a bright future. We 
have hired a new faculty member, Adam du Pon. Adam is 
finishing his Ph.D. at Virginia Tech and will be a great 
addition to an already great team. We constantly look for 
ways to improve the program. Next year we are planning 
a trip to Washington D.C. that will provide accounting 
majors an opportunity to see accounting regulators 
firsthand. We have started an Accounting Eagles Scholar 
program for our top students. We never stop bringing 
new ideas to the program. 
There are no twists, turns or forks in the road that we as a 
team cannot overcome.   
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SOA at a Glance 
 More than 500 undergraduate and graduate students 
 More than 140 MAcc students 
 One of a handful of schools worldwide to have both college accreditation and separate school of 
accountancy accreditation through the AACSB 
 Full membership in the Federation of Schools of Accountancy 
 Online MAcc program ranked #15 overall in the country by www.accounting.com 
 Online MAcc faculty credentials ranked #7 in the country by US News & World Report  
 $90,000 in student scholarships given at 2021 Accounting Day 
 One of the few forensic accounting certificate programs in the country 
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Remembering Tim Pearson 
by Mike Wiggins 
COVID-19 has had devastating effects on world markets and of course, on many lives. It usually picks on the 
most vulnerable, the elderly. Sometimes it targets those who are younger. Tim Pearson was one of them. He 
was only 63 when that hateful virus took him. We lost a treasure. 
Tim came from a big family, the fifth of six children. Three of them were older brothers. He had to be clever to 
navigate those family dynamics. He grew up in a capitol city, Madison, Wisconsin—a beautiful college town with 
big trees and stately old houses. But it was not all idyllic. Think Athens in a deep freezer. It usually hits 15 
degrees below zero in the winter. It’s often more frigid than that. In back-to-back years around the time he 
started kindergarten, it hit 29 and 30 below. Up north they don’t shut the schools for those temperatures. Kids 
walk to class. From an early age Tim managed the tug-o-war of a huge family and steeled himself against a 
climate that could literally kill him. Pretty good training for the job of higher education administrator! 
Being the last of four boys in a big family, Tim must have worn his share of hand-me-downs. It may have had its 
effects. He never seemed entirely comfortable in a suit. If you didn’t know who he was and saw him laughing 
with students at Accounting Day, you’d wonder how that slightly disheveled, tweedy liberal arts professor had 
sneaked in. He didn’t act like he was the director of the entire accounting operation. He was one of those rare 
leaders who understood that professionalism has little to do with sartorial choices and promoting yourself and 
more to do with treating others the way you would want to be treated. He was interested in you and how he 
could help. That was Tim in a nutshell. 
Tim’s office was not a monument to himself. He did have a few 
awards here and there, but the volume didn’t approach the lifetime 
of honors he’d earned. You got the feeling there were lot of brass 
cups and engraved crystal stuffed in a closet somewhere. I never 
heard him mention a thing he’d accomplished. You had to do your 
own research to discover most of it. For example, a quick net 
search will reveal Tim staring from the front cover of Fraud 
Magazine, a publication with worldwide distribution. A big deal. If a 
copy of this was ever in his office with double matting and a 
plaque, I never saw it. But there Tim is, doing his best to affect the 
countenance of “tough fraud fighter.” He has the slightest hint of a 
smirk, like he’s wondering what all the fuss is about. It’s the only 
photo I’ve ever seen of him without that huge, welcoming smile. It’s 
a moment for speculation. Surely, the photographer insisted on 
that pose. How many pictures did that photographer take before 
Tim could hold a stern expression for 1/100th of a second? How 
exhausted was Tim from the effort? Some people, it’s hard work to 
put on a smile. For Tim, it was hard work to take his off. 
Tim didn’t fight fraud by being a tough guy. He fought fraud by 
being a smart guy. He had a scientific turn of mind—a math whiz. A little-known fact: Tim’s first university 
degree was a bachelor of science in mathematics from the University of Wisconsin. He was all set to teach it for 
a living until a turn at student teaching cured him of those passions.  
He returned to the university for graduate studies in accounting. This decision had lifelong implications. He 
found a new career and the love of his life. He met Lori at the university through a mutual friend. It was magic. 
Almost Hollywood. The next day they went on a date and just like that realized they were perfect for each other.  




They were married in 1984 as Tim was starting graduate school. For the next five years the young couple 
worked through the triple grind of a new relationship, doctoral research, and late nights with a baby. Of course, 
they gutted it out. Their first son, Nathan, was born in 1989 while they were still at Madison. Three more 
children followed in rapid succession: Joshua, Skylar and Samuel. Even with his professional commitments, 
and there were many, Tim didn’t ignore those kids. The boys loved basketball, Tim got into basketball. When 
Skylar took up lacrosse, Tim learned the rules so he could share his daughter’s passion for her sport. 
The young couple first moved to the University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire, then to West Virginia University in Morgantown. Tim 
was on the WVU faculty for the next two decades working his 
way up to director and building an international reputation. He 
noticed there wasn’t much research into the causes of fraud. 
Most academics just figured out who did it and how big the 
frauds were—in essence, drawing chalk lines around bodies. 
Tim wanted to know why people committed fraud in the first 
place so that experts could strategize ways of preventing those 
chalk lines from being drawn. He spent the better part of his 
career blazing new trails in fraud research. Others followed. 
Tim founded the Institute for Fraud Prevention. The academic 
world took notice. He didn’t just lift his own reputation. WVU 
became world famous for fraud research.  
I remember the buzz about a decade ago in the School of Accountancy when Tim was interviewing. Here was 
this guy, quite famous in his field, and he was interested in Georgia Southern. He interviewed well, but there’s 
always a risk. Would he be arrogant and aloof after he took the job? Would he be intolerant of anyone not up to 
his stratospheric standards? You know the answers to those questions.  
He respected academic freedom. He never tried to force the faculty to care about his passions, he wanted us 
to pursue our own to the best of our abilities. But, in his gentle, unassuming manner, he had an influence. Every 
professor hired by the School of Accountancy under Tim’s leadership was a little bit like him: unpretentious, 
hard-working and competent. Tim planned to stay at Georgia Southern until the age of 70. He and Lori loved 
the climate and friendly people. It seemed unfair that it ended sooner, like the story had been truncated. But 
that may not be the best way of looking at it. His influence continues. He left the SOA in fine shape and those 
four kids did great. Nathan graduated with honors from medical school and became a psychiatrist. Joshua got 
his masters and worked for Big Four PwC and, then, for TJS Deemer Dana. Skylar is a surgical technician. 
Samuel recently received his logistics degree from Georgia Southern.  
Tim’s influence in the field of fraud is profound. When Tim passed away, memorials were written around the 
country. People hadn’t forgotten him in Madison or Morgantown. International organizations took note of the 
loss. A giant in the field had passed. Academics now are more interested in research that helps prevent fraud 
than they were before Tim’s groundbreaking work. We will never know its precise influence, but that research 
has certainly prevented some frauds from occurring. The number could be in the millions of dollars. Maybe 
billions. If it could be quantified and Tim were still with us, no matter how high it was he’d probably shrug and 
say he was glad he’d been able to help a little. 
 
             Click to Give to the Tim Pearson Memorial Scholarship Fund 
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Eagle’s Eye: Accounting at Southern 
by Jacob Lifsey 
It’s no secret that trying to get anyone on the outside to see accounting as dynamic, 
or even interesting, is difficult. Many see it as a “heads down” career with enough 
boredom to last a lifetime. Unfortunately, many who feel this way are my Parker 
College of Business peers; however, we are combatting stereotypes and growing in 
numbers. 
I am a proud double major in accounting and finance, converted from marketing. My 
father is a controller for a chain of car dealerships and is quite busy at times. While 
growing up, I saw his work and heard him talk about what he did. It killed my perception of accounting. Once I 
got to Georgia Southern, I had no desire to consider accounting as a major. My opinions on accounting were 
not unusual. Since this major sees the most degree changes from science, the School of Accountancy is aware 
that many students do not fully understand the major or the profession. 
Here is how it started. As I grudgingly walked into Accounting 2101, I was prepared to be confused, but I 
thoroughly enjoyed the class and connecting the dots because, if it doesn’t balance, something is off. Near the 
end, my professor, Bob Jackson, Ph.D., assumed I was an accounting major. Once I said “No,” he quickly 
started convincing me. A few weeks later, I switched marketing for accounting. It turned out to be the best 
decision of my college career. 
I had little knowledge of my new field except that I didn’t want my dad’s job. It was intimidating. The School of 
Accountancy knows that many of us don’t have a determined path. The faculty members make sure to help us 
out. I learned so much from my professors outside the classroom about career choices, licensing, and the 
practical application of the material. Soon I was invited into Beta Alpha Psi as a newly implemented cohort of 
“pre-candidates” to get high-performing students into the organization quicker. Through BAP and Dwight 
Sneathen, Ph.D., my career-minded intermediate accounting professor, my eyes were opened to recruiting, 
internships, and CPA review. My mind was blown! These resources are often unavailable in other majors and 
colleges. Ultimately, I was able to get my résumé out there and received three internship offers and extensive 
interview experience.  
An important aspect of going to college for any student is the availability of scholarships and distinguishing 
programs. As a senior, I have been awarded seven scholarships; six came directly through the School of 
Accountancy. The scholarships have taken a significant burden off me and many other students in the College. 
Within the past two years, scholar programs have commenced within the College and School of Accountancy. I 
am in the Parker Business Scholars program, a cohort of exemplary students who take a class with Dean 
Amason, create impactful resources for the community, and engage in professional experiences. This program 
couples with the new Parker Accounting Scholars program, a mentorship-based process in which three 
students are accepted each year to mentor those after them and receive guidance from those before them. I 
was proud to be chosen as the first mentor in this program.  
Accounting at Georgia Southern has given me a fulfilling educational experience that I don’t feel can be 
replicated by another school. With these resources, I have distinguished myself and have enjoyed doing so. I 
am excited to soon be a graduate of this college and work in the Savannah-Hilton Head area.  
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Accounting Day 2021 
Accounting Day 2021 was held on April 28. This was the second straight version in a virtual format. Chuck 
Harter, Andrea Sheetz and Dwight Sneathen emceed the show. Students received a record amount his year. 
By the Numbers: 
 Students receiving scholarships:   41 
 Total scholarships:    56 
 Participating organizations & individuals:  37 





Click to watch Virtual Accounting Day 2021 
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Parker Accounting Scholars 
 
The Parker Accounting Scholarship is an endowment that provides a select group of students each year with a 
four-year scholarship to study accounting in the Parker College of Business. Each year three outstanding 
incoming freshmen who have chosen accounting as a major are chosen for this honor. Students must maintain 
high academic standards and continue as an accounting major to maintain their scholarship. 
 
Current Parker Accounting Scholars 
                                      
                Katelyn Carter          Jacob Lifsey    Alexandra Sprole 
 
Parker Accounting Scholars, Incoming freshmen 
Jason Burner Sophia Hoffman     Zade Williford 
 
Scholarship Recipients Not Pictured 
Shanika Powell    Institute of Internal Auditors Scholarship 
Simon Wilson    Parker Accounting Scholar 
 














Each year the Educational Foundation of the GSCPA recognizes the senior 
student with the highest overall academic record in the School of Accountancy. 
The 2021 recipient is Jacob Lifsey. Jacob is no stranger to hearing his name 
called at awards ceremonies. He has won seven scholarships in his short 
academic career and is a Parker Accounting Scholar. Jacob is a member of the 
honor society Beta Alpha Psi, he is in the university honors program, he has 
been an honors ambassador and he has run off a string of several President’s 
List distinctions in a row (for earning a perfect 4.0 in a semester). Hard work 
pays off. He recently completed an internship at Bennett Thrasher in Atlanta and 
is poised to take the professional world by storm. Congratulations to Jacob for a 
earning this distinction. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 












































Farrell Nichols Memorial 
 
 















Dempsey Family Scholarship 
Eidson Family Scholarship 
J. Richard Henry Scholarship 
William T. Herring 
MAcc Scholarship 
Billy & JoAnn Hickman 
MAcc Scholarship 
Ori James Beta Alpha Psi 
Endowment 
Paul Lagrone Scholarship 
Robert H. Lange 
Memorial Scholarship 
Cary, Ellen & Louise Long 
MAcc Scholarship 
D. Greg Morgan 
Family Scholarship 




Sharon Jester Ponder 
Accounting Scholarship  





“Things work out best for                           
those who make the best                            
of how things work out.”  
John Wooden  
 
Despite a pandemic, social distancing, face 
masks and zoom classes you have proven that 
you are a winner. You have successfully 
completed a gigantic step in your life that can 
ensure you have a successful and enjoyable 
career. Your perseverance has demonstrated 
that you can overcome any obstacle.   
As you continue your career, I hope you will 
look back on your days at Georgia Southern 
with pride. Remember what you have learned 
and be willing to adapt to new situations. The 
world is rapidly changing. Never stop learning.  












advances, improvements in communication, 
and challenges that we can’t even 
comprehend. Take on these new challenges in 
the same way that you took on the challenges 
you encountered at Georgia Southern and you 
will be destined for success.  
Enjoy life. The old adage that says if you enjoy 
what you are doing you will never work a day in 
your life is very true. Treat everyone with 
respect. You likely have benefited from the 
sacrifices of others. Whether it was your 
parents, teachers, bosses, co-workers or 
friends, someone had a part in helping you with 
your accomplishments. Respect and humility 
are values that are common to most successful 
people. On your road to success always act 
with honesty and integrity.  
I know I speak for all the faculty and staff at 
Georgia Southern when I say that we are very 
proud of you. Stay in touch. We enjoy hearing 
about your accomplishments. If you need help, 
don’t be afraid to reach out. Faculty at Georgia 
Southern, your co-workers, family and friends 
all want you to succeed.  
 
“Success is no accident.                            
It is hard work, perseverance, 
learning, studying, sacrifice                                                         
and most of all, love of what                         
you are doing or learning to do.”                        
Pele 
 
                            Go Accounting Eagles! 
                 Chuck 
 Eagle Accountant   






BBA in Accounting 
 
Pitri R. Acharya 
Katherina Albers 
Sarah Musette Adams 
Jesse F. Alley 
Austin Atkins 
Vivian J. Bailey 
Jessica Barksdale 
Gabrielle Andraya Beasley 
James R. Beecher 
Alia Booth 
Richard B. Bowen 
Nathaniel R. Brown 
Dawson C. Carey 
Jason A. Cassidy 
Hope E. Chalk 
Pierre L. Charles 
Juana V. Chavez 
Michael E. Cheeseborough 
Andrea D. Cooper 
Courtney Leigh Crawford 
Steven A. Curry 
Hannah Jewel Dabbs 
Gabrielle M. Darr 
Lewis C. Davis 
Alyssa M. Delaney 
Braylen Warwick Dixon 
Thu Thanh Do 
James M. Dowd 
Zachary D. Dowling 
Elaina R. Fears 
Gabrielle T. Fitzpatrick 





















Sunny Elise Freund 
Rhett C. Gay 
Michael Gibson 
Kenneth R. Glover 
Emanuel S. Gray 
Joshua K. Hagan 
Stevin Michael Hall 
Richard H. Havighorst 
Cody Hill 
Daakem D. Hodge 
Adam Vernon Hoste 
Michaela Danielle Huston 
Ashtyn P. Hutchins 
Teriq Christopher James 
Emily M. Johnson 
Anna M. Landrum 
Devontae Leville Leary 
Jonathan W. Lee 
Robert E. Lee 
Cody D. Love 
Hannah Lynch 
Jose Maley 
Samantha Ann Markley 
Jonathan James Masty 
Noah I. McDonald 
Sierra N. McWhirter 
Sarah K. Morton 
Robert Z. Nail 
Ranisha Newbold 
Alyssa R. Norris 
Emily A. Olsson 





















Benjamin T. Padgett 
Austin T. Parker 
Christin L. Parker 
Michael K. Pearson 
Carlisha Jaquetta Perry 
Natalie Marie Raulerson 
Sean N. Repasky 
Macall A. Rivers 
Alexis K. Roberts 
Jordan A. Robins 
Taylor L. Robins 
Kristen J. Rodgers 
Jose M. Rodriguez Sobrado 
Trent M. Ronske 
Catherine A. Ross 
Connor F. Scott 
Courson L. Seymour 
Katera A. Shields 
Kyle Thomas Slate 
Sydney Laine Starling 
Catherine M. Sullivan 
Leilani J. Taylor-Thompson 
BelleAnna Elizabeth Tiller 
Coleman M. Vann 
Daniel L. Vos 
Katherine D. Wagner 
Haylee E. Walker 
Jack Michael Waller 
Bridgette M. Wooden 
Haley Marie Woodruff 















 Eagle Accountant   







Master of Accounting 
Pedro Acatitlan-Sanchez, Jr. 
Evans Adu 
Jimmy M. Akridge 
Abeer M. Alhabardi 
Charli Shea Allen 
Addison Barth 
Stafford Baum 




Vance Cutler Braddock 
Terrie Juanita Bradley 
Briana C. Brantley 
Aaron Claude Brown III 
William M. Brown 
Te’Jah Monae Browne 
Brenna Burke 
Glenn A. Carlson 
James B. Cochran 
Arecia Danise Combs 
Krista Rose Cox 
Ashley Alexis Dansby 
Lewis C. Davis 
Genesis De La Cruz 
Thu Thanh Do 
Jerry Ronald Doyle, Jr. 
Gabrielle Marie Ducheane 
Christian Echegoyen 
David Chandler Eckler 
Tanasia Alicia Faison 
Caitlin M. Farmer 
Christopher M. Fly 
Christian Michael French 
Mason Alexis Funderburke 
Michael Brady Gibson 
Sarah Giles 
Zachary Philip Gilson 
Jessica Mallory Ginsburg 
Ashton Glenn 
Courtney A. Greener-Wray 
Ashlyn Dianne Griffin 
Chelsea Dawn Guthrie 
Nick Hall 











Eloy B. Hernandez 
LaShonda Renee Hill 
Bradley Daniel Hodgson 
Iuliia Hofstetter 
Drew Michael Ingram 
Brian D. Jackson 
Charity Faith Jenkins 
Braxton Aubrey Johns 
Chelsey A. Jones 
Rachel Bruce Jones 
Keemah Kerr 
Aimee Michelle Knight 
Bradley Andrew Kostensky 
Ashley Faith Kubel 
Victoria E. Liggett 
Evan Watson Love 
Bradley Alan Lucas 
Katherine Leighann Mancil 
Emily Aaron Martin 
Emma Nicole Mathews 
Joseph C. Maxwell 
Stephanie Anne Mayfield 
Brent D. McNure 
Macy Diane Miller 
Christopher Lowell Mooney 
Alyssa Samara Morgan 
Bradley Thomas Morgan 
Austin Tyler Morse 
Wesley Dalton Moye 
Jessica Navarro 
Timothy Robert Nichols 
Nathan Emmanuel Nicoara 
Allyson Kelly O’Quinn 
Clayton Phillip Parker 
Megan B. Parker 
Krishna J. Patel 
Logan David Paul 
Mary-Lynn Murray Pennington 
Tyra Marie Price 
Zachary N. Proctor 
Rachel N. Shepherd 
Maria Del Socorro 
Matthew M. Strob 
Quintero-Rodriguez 










































Danielle Maurita Renteria 
Reginald Perez Robinson 
Cailyn Jenna Sears 
Elsy Carolina Sibrian 
Brooklyn Celine Stepp 
Nabonswende B. Tonde 
Lindsay Truscott 
Matthew Jonathan Vickers 
Haylee Elizabeth Walker 
Lathon J. Whitley 
Michael P. Wilkins 
Colton Wilbert Williamson 
Tambria S. Wingfield 
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Honors Graduates 









Summa Cum Laude 
GPAs of 3.90 to 4.0 
 
Jesse F. Alley 
Gabrielle A. Beasley 
Sunny Elise Freund 
Rhett T. Gay 
Michael Gibson 
Kenneth R. Glover 
Macall A. Rivers 
Jordan A. Robins 
Taylor L. Robins 
BelleAnna E. Tiller 












Magna Cum Laude 
GPAs of 3.70 to 3.89 
 
Sarah Musette Adams 
James B. Cochran 
Steven A. Curry 
Daakem Hodge 
Keemah Kerr 
Samantha Ann Markley 
Jonathan James Masty 
Sarah K. Morton 
Noah I. McDonald 
Kyle Thomas Slate 
Coleman M. Vann 












GPAs of 3.50 to 3.69 
 
Jessica Barksdale 
Braylen Warwick Dixon 
Gabriella T. Fitzpatrick 
Jonathan W. Lee 
Shannon E. O’Neal 
Michael K. Pearson 
Natalie Marie Raulerson 
Catherine A. Ross 
Jack Michael Waller 
Lathon J. Whitley 
Bridgette Wooden 
Haley Marie Woodruff 
 
 
   
 
 














Parker College of Business Scholars 
 
Each year an elite group of seniors are named Parker Business Scholars. Students are chosen for their academic 
excellence, leadership, communications skills and potential for success. The program is a year-long commitment. 
Students take a capstone course taught by Dean Amason and receive direct access to Parker Talks speaker series guests 
and Mr. Greg Parker, CEO and founder of Parker Industries. Only 15 out of several hundred seniors were chosen for the 
2020-21 program. The School of Accountancy is proud that five outstanding accounting majors received this honor. 
 
       
 Samantha Curra Braylen Dixon Sunny Freund Jacob Lifsey Alicia Martinez 
 McDonough, GA Decatur, GA Marietta, GA Warner Robins, GA Savannah, GA 
 
 














Dean Amason entertains Jacob Lifsey and Professor Scheetz. In back, Professor Sneathen              From left: Sunny Freund, Lecturer Mooney,                       
appears to be convincing yet another management student to make the switch to accounting. Braylen Dixon                                                                           
 






 From left: 
 CEO Greg Parker        
 Alicia Martinez       Samantha Curra, 
 Dean Allen Amason      Professor Scheetz




















Alicia Martinez  Back, 2nd from left   Jacob Lifsey  Back, 3rd from right   



























Faculty Advisors:  
Stephanie Hairston, Ph.D. 
Paula Mooney, CPA 
 
Officers:   
President, Haylee Walker 
VP of Programs, Sunny Freund 
VP of Membership, Gabbie Beasley 
VP of Service, Christian Tinsley  
Treasurer, Logan Langemeier 
Reporting Secretary, Daakem Hodge 
 
About:  
Beta Alpha Psi is a national honors organization. 
Students who have a 3.0 or higher GPA are invited 
to join. Members take part in professional 
development opportunities and engage in service. 
The Beta Alpha Psi Zeta Delta chapter at Georgia 
Southern was formed in 1980.  
 
Update:  
During the 2020/2021 academic year, Beta Alpha 
Psi (BAP) has made several strides. In fall semester 
we had 13 candidates initiated into BAP, 10 pre-
candidates and 22 returning members. This spring 
semester, we had 13 candidates, 17 pre-
candidates, and 15 returning members to 
participate in our programs. We often have a 
decline in returning members in the spring due to 








person or virtually. 
Despite the 
pandemic, our candidates and members have 
completed over 560 community service hours  
during this academic year. Pictured below left are  
candidates and members who were recognized in a 
press release for painting the interior of The 
Humane Society’s new adoption center and the 
neighboring fence of a thrift store. We would also 
like to recognize the hard work and commitment of 
our officers as they spent a significant amount of 
time organizing meetings, finding community service 
opportunities, and keeping our members informed. 
Our officers virtually attended the annual BAP 
meeting in August 2020 as well as the regional 
meeting in February 2021. Our Beta Alpha Psi 
chapter was recognized as a superior chapter at the 
annual meeting, and our chapter sent Chris Mooney 
on Project Run With It (PRWI). PRWI furthers the 
community service component of BAP and provides 
select students with an opportunity to engage in a 
real-world consulting project. We are grateful for the 
dedication and commitment of our members and 
officers and look forward to fall 2021 when we hope 













Thanks to our sponsors & presenters:  
Aprio; Becker; Carr Riggs & Ingram; Dabbs, 
Hickman, Hill & Cannon; Draffin & Tucker; Hancock 
Askew; HLB Gross Collins; Lanigan & Associates; 
Mauldin & Jenkins; McNair, McLemore, 
Middlebrooks & Co; MSTiller; Myers and Stauffer; 
Nichols Cauley; PYA: Rodl & Partner; Smith & 
Howard; TJS Deemer Dana; Uworld/Roger CPA 
Review; Warren Averett; Webster Rogers; Wipfli. 
 
19 




             
Accounting Association 
Faculty Advisors:  
Brian Dowis, DBA 
Ann Henderson, CPA 
Officers:       
President, Alyssa Morgan 
VP Communications / Secretary, Ashlyn Griffin 
About:  
The Accounting Association was chartered at Georgia Southern in 1969. It is open to all students. The 
Accounting Association provides students with opportunities to attend meetings to help shape professional 
development. 
Update:  
The Accounting Association held six meetings throughout the year. Our meetings were offered on Zoom. We 
began the fall semester with a presentation on “Building Softskills” by Ms. Rachael Barrett. We were joined by 
Stephanie Hairston, Ph.D. for our second meeting. She presented information and fielded many questions 
about our MAcc program. Our last program for the fall semester was a program presented by  PYA. Audit 
manager Mimi Grachek, presented an engaging program: “PYA: Preparedness, Relationships, and Agility.” 
Spring semester started with Jeannie Alday, Director of Internal Audit for Chatham County, presenting an 
engaging program on the field of internal auditing. Our March meeting included a panel from Fraizer and 
Deeter including intern and Georgia Southern student Braylan Dixon. Finally, our last meeting of the year was 
given by Ms. Gloria Stuart and Ms. Paul Mooney on the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program.  
New Officers: 
The Accounting Association welcomes a new slate of officers for the 2021/2022 academic year: 
President Macy Coleman VP of Education Sydney Ricard-Fall semester 
VP of Communication Abby Brumbelow  Jasmine Alexander-Spring semester 
Treasurer Sally Pounds VP of Service Brynna Chin-A-Young   












NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACK ACCOUNTANTS 
Faculty Advisors:  
Errol Stewart, Ph.D.  
Melvin Lamboy-Ruiz, Ph.D. 
 
Officers:  
President, Alyssa Morgan 
Vice President, Bridgette Wooden  
Treasurer, Tanasia Fiason  
Secretary, Gabrielle Beasley 
SCREP Chairperson, Jasmine Alexander  
Social Media Chairperson, Novelet Rolle 
 
About:  
National Association of Black Accountants (NABA) is about providing opportunities to minority students by 
bridging the gap (but it is open to ALL ethnicities and all business majors), focusing not only on academics, but 
also leadership and professional opportunities. The focus is on developing members’ résumés, soft skills, and 
interview techniques, while also providing opportunities to earn internship and scholarship opportunities.  
 
Update:  
NABA had many great moments this year despite having to adapt to the pandemic. In the fall of 2020, nine 
members attended the annual student conference through NABA Inc’s virtual platform, Ugo Virtual. Students 
had the opportunity to land internships and full-time job offers in industry as well as with regional and Big Four 
accounting firms. Our student chapter won a $3,500 scholarship from Norfolk Southern. NABA had speakers 
from UWorld Roger CPA Review and various firms including Aprio and Hancock Askew. NABA earned over 95 
WINGS points and for the first time in the chapter’s history, received Platinum status. 
 
Executive Board: 
The Executive Board set up a system for 
members to earn cords for graduation and Melvin 
Lamboy-Ruiz, our co-advisor, handed out the first 
set of cords at NABA Climb, honoring outstanding 
members as well as officers. The newly elected 
Executive Board for the 2021-2022 school year is: 
President, Valencia Raiford; Vice President, 
Gabrielle Graham; Secretary, Navia Johnson; 
Treasurer, Jasmine Alexander; SCREP 
Chairperson, Samuel Olatunde; and Membership 
Committee, Novelet Rolle and Tia Graham. We 
look forward to all the exciting events, ideas and 
traditions they will bring to the chapter and pass 











NABA hosted its 3rd semiannual NABA Climb event in the spring of 2021. This tradition was established by 
former Chapter President, Alyssa S. Morgan. Members practice the NABA motto of "Lifting as we climb" by 
going wall climbing and bouldering at the RAC. NABA also hosted a game night in February. We played a fun, 
informative jeopardy game to celebrate Black History Month. Unfortunately, many of the events we had 
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Association of Certified Fraud Examiners 
 
Faculty Advisor:  
Thomas Buckhoff, Ph.D. 
Officers:  
President, Emily Johnson 
About:  
The Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE) is open to all business majors who are interested in fraud 
examination and forensic studies.  
Update:  
During the academic year, the ACFE aims to host monthly meetings with guest speakers to give insight into the 
fraud examination field. Don Berecz has previously spoken about his 23-year experience as a special agent for 
the FBI. Mr. Berecz is Certified Public Accountant (CPA), Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE), and Certified 
Forensic Interviewer (CFI). His areas of specialization include polygraph, criminal investigations, white-collar 
crime, fraud examination, forensic accounting, and forensic interviews and interrogations. Furthermore, 
Thomas Buckhoff, Ph.D., has spoken at meetings to give his insight into the field of forensic accounting. 
Buckhoff is also a Certified Public Accountant, Certified Fraud Examiner, and is Certified in Financial Forensics 














 Don Berecz, CPA, CFE, CFI 
 Former FBI special agent 
 From Left: 
 Emily Johnson, ACFE student president 
 Tom Buckhoff, Ph.D., faculty adviser 
 Daniel Vos, ACFE student member 
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VITA   Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
 
Faculty Coordinators:  
Gloria Stuart, CPA  
Chuck Harter, Ph.D.  
Paula Mooney, CPA 
Faculty Volunteers:  
Stephanie Hairston, Ph.D. 
About:  
Accounting students and faculty provided free tax preparation and e-file services to the local community. This 
free service, for low-to-moderate income taxpayers, is part of the national IRS sponsored program Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA).  
Undergraduate and graduate students were able to enroll in the VITA class for course credit. The VITA 
program provides a unique experiential learning opportunity for our accounting students. Students apply 
concepts learned in the classroom to real tax situations and provide a valuable service to the community. All 
accounting students and faculty volunteering in the VITA program completed training and passed the IRS VITA 
certification exams. Tax returns were prepared using professional tax software provided by the IRS. All 
tax returns prepared had to go through a quality review process. 
Update:  
This was the second year of the VITA program at GSU. For the 2021 tax filing season, the VITA class consisted 
of 12 undergraduate and 12 graduate students. Due to the pandemic, the format was modified this tax season 
to utilize a drop-off/pick-up format to ensure the program could continue in a safe manner. Drop-off sites were 
scheduled throughout the week at the Parker College of Business and City Campus in downtown Statesboro 
on Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays, and selected Saturdays. At the drop-off sites, the students would interview 
the taxpayers and gather their documentation to ensure all necessary information was provided to complete 
the tax return. Tax return preparation and quality review would take place on Wednesdays of each week.  
Taxpayers would return to the drop-off site to sign the required e-file authorization forms and pick up a copy of 
their tax return. The sessions started on February 1 and ran through early April. During the 2021 filing season, 
the students prepared and quality reviewed over 120 tax returns.   
 
Students interested in participating in the VITA program next spring should be on the lookout for more 
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Faculty Awards 
 
The SOA honors eight outstanding faculty who won 2021 Parker College of Business awards. 
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Justin Evans, J.D., M.B.A. was promoted to associate professor of legal studies in business and awarded 
tenure. Justin teaches graduate and undergraduate courses including Law and Ethics for Accountants and 
Legal Environment of Business. Justin is a rarity: an award-winning hardcore researcher who is also a student 
favorite. As one student put it: “He was absolutely amazing! One of the best professors I've ever had…really 
does his best to work with you…He really knows his stuff and enjoys what he teaches.”   
Justin’s research interests include law and strategy, the Chinese legal and business environments, 
constitutional law, and federal Indian law and policy. Justin's most recent law and strategy work was published 
in the Fall 2020 issue of the American Business Law Journal (ABLJ), the nation's premier scholarly journal of 
legal studies in business. He received the 2020 Hoeber Memorial Award for Excellence in Research. His work 
with Professor Stephanie Sipe on the Dodd-Frank Whistleblower Program is forthcoming in the ABLJ.  
Prior to joining Georgia Southern, Justin was a contract lawyer for Dillman & Associates in Indianapolis and was 
a judicial clerk to the Hon. Brent E. Dickson of the Indiana Supreme Court. He started his academic career with 
Fort Hays State University (FHSU), where he was an assistant professor and served as International 
Coordinator for the Robbins College of Business & Entrepreneurship. He managed FHSU’s dual BBA degree 
programs in China and was responsible for faculty hiring and evaluation, assurance of learning, degree 
articulations, financial forecasting, relations with the Chinese administrations, and new program development.  
At FHSU, he co-founded the Journal of International & Interdisciplinary Business Research.  
Justin was a triple major in philosophy, history, and government at the University of Texas at Austin, where he 
received a Bachelor of Arts with honors. He earned an MBA from Indiana University’s Kelley School of 
Business and a Doctor of Jurisprudence cum laude from Indiana University’s McKinney School of Law. Justin 
also completed the AACSB Post-Doctoral Bridge Program in Entrepreneurship and International Business from 








New Face in the SOA                                                            
 
Moving On 
Britt McKay, Ph.D 
Britt, a longtime 
member of the SOA 
faculty, was appointed 
to Associate Dean for 
Students and External 
Relations in the Parker 
College of Business. 
This refutes the adage 
that “No good deed 
goes unpunished.”  
Britt has always been the ultimate team player, ready 
to do anything for the SOA, to teach any class, 
anytime, to serve on any committee, anywhere. It got 
to the point that, if every other professor in the SOA 
simultaneously came down with laryngitis, Britt could 
be expected to volunteer to cover it all, spend all 
night prepping, and furiously run from class to class, 
teaching every accounting student in the Parker 
College.  
In all seriousness, it’s good to see a genuinely hard-
working academic receive recognition that is well 
earned. 








A generation of SOA students consider Bob Jackson 
a rock star of accounting (at least those who passed 
Intermediate III). Now he has the looks to match. Bob 
officially retired at the end of 2020 and has assumed 
a distinctive 1970s rock star vibe. It suits him well.  
Apparently, he’s keeping pace with the hairstyles of 
those lookalike grandchildren. Bob has been playing 
golf and traveling the country to keep up with his 
progeny. When COVID settles down, he plans to take 
trips abroad with them and show them the world. St. 
Andrews golf course in Scotland is on his bucket list. 
We’re wishing Bob all the best in a much-deserved 
retirement. 
Adam du Pon, Ph.D 
Adam will be an assistant professor of accounting starting in the fall of 2021. 
He is a CMA and approaches accounting from a cost perspective. Adam is 
originally from southern California and has been steadily working his way 
eastward. He headed to the University of Utah for his bachelors and MAcc. 
Upon graduation, he worked as a cost accountant for Barrick Gold 
Corporation, a worldwide gold mining concern. Adam worked at branches in 
Salt Lake City and the dusty desert town of Elko, Nevada. He later took a 
management position for a German company, ZF Group, based in Reynosa, 
Mexico. Eventually, Adam headed to Virginia Tech for Ph.D studies. After 
years of the research grind, Adam successfully defended his dissertation in 
March 2021 and will join Georgia Southern with his Ph.D in hand. We’re 
excited to welcome Adam and his beautiful family to the SOA team. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 






Faculty Research & Publication Highlights 
PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES 
 
Dowis, W. B., A. M. Scheetz, and T. D. Englebrecht. (2020). “Conservation Easements: A Unique Tax 
Provision That Provides Significant Tax Benefits but With Stringent Accompanying Requirements.” Taxes: The 
Magazine, August, pp. 27-42.       
Dowis, W.B., T.D. Englebrecht and M. Wiggins (2021). “An Examination of the Factors that Impact Innocent 
Spouse Tax Relief and the Integral Effects of Gender and Political Affiliation on Those Decisions Arising in the 
U.S. Tax Court,” Advances in Taxation (forthcoming).  
Evans, J.W., & Gabel, A.L. (2020). “Legal Entrepreneurship and the Strategic Virtues of Legal Uncertainty.” 
American Business Law Journal, 57(3): 593-646.       
Evans, J.W., Sipe, S.R., Inman, M., & Gonzalez, C. (forthcoming 2021). “Reforming Dodd-Frank from the 
Whistleblower's Vantage.” American Business Law Journal, 58(3).       
Hairston, S., C. Harter, and B. McKay. 2020. “Bridging the CPA Exam Gap: Do Internships Matter?” American 
Journal of Business Education, 13(1):9-18.         
Janvrin, D. J., Mascha, M. F., & Lamboy-Ruiz, M. A. (2020). “SOX 404(b) Audits: Evidence from Auditing the 
Financial Close Process.” Journal of Information Systems 34(3): 77-103. https://doi.org/10.2308/isys-18-055.   
Lamboy-Ruiz, M. A., Lien, D., & Smith, P. C. (2021). “Nonprofit Classification Decisions in Response to 
Threshold-Based Charity Care Incentives.” Advances in Accounting (forthcoming).     
Ling, Q., A. M. Scheetz, and J. Wall. (2020). “Lowering Standards: Unintended Consequences of 990-N and 
Value Congruence on Cost Shifting.” Journal of Forensic & Investigative Accounting, Vol. 12, No. 2, pp. 261-
283.    
Scheetz, A. M., A. B. Wilson, and W. B. Dowis`. (2021). “An Investigation of the Reporting of Significant 
Diversions of Assets on Form 990.” Journal of Forensic Accounting Research, (forthcoming).    
Scheetz, A. M., T. Smalls, J. Wall, and A. B. Wilson. (2020). “Do Employee Fraud Reporting Intentions Differ 
Between For-Profit and Non-Profit Organizations?” Journal of Governmental & Nonprofit Accounting, Vol. 9, 
No. 1, pp. 94-117.   
Scheetz, A. M., T. Smalls, J. Wall, and A. B. Wilson. (2021). “Perception of Internal Controls Helps Explain 




Smith, E.P., Harmelink, P.J., and J.R. Hasselback. CCH Federal Taxation. Comprehensive Topics. Wolters 
Kluwer, Riverwoods, IL (2021). (W. B. Dowis is a Contributing Author for Chapter 7, 22, 23) (forthcoming) 
Wiggins, M. and J.F.A Sherman, White-Collar-Crime: A Corporate Approach. Great River Learning, Dubuque, 
IA (Revised Edition 2021) 
 




Don Berecz was elected to serve as an officer of the executive board as treasurer for the Georgia Polygraph 
Association.  
Justin Evans was elected to serve a three-year term as secretary, vice president and president of the 
International Law Section of the Academy of Legal Studies in Business. 
Justin Evans won the “Hoeber Memorial Award for Excellence in Research” and the “Outstanding New 
Reviewer Award” for the Academy of Legal Studies in Business (2020). 
Justin Evans and Stephanie Sipe won the “Best Proceedings Paper Award for ‘Reforming Dodd-Frank from 
the Whistleblower’s Vantage’” for the Southeastern Academy of Legal Studies in Business (2020).  
Chuck Harter, Paula Mooney and Gloria Stuart presented “Experiential Service Learning in Spite of the 
Pandemic: VITA at Georgia Southern University” at the annual meeting of the Georgia Association of 
Accounting Educators (February 5, 2021). 
Chuck Harter, Gloria Stuart and Paula Mooney were awarded the Faculty Service Award for the second 
straight year for the VITA program (2021). 
Melvin Lamboy-Ruiz was appointed editor of the American Accounting Association’s Diversity Section 
Newsletter and chair of the American Accounting Association Committee on DEI Resources. 
Melvin Lamboy-Ruiz was appointed to the editorial board of the Journal of Information Systems. 
Andrea Scheetz was named to American Accounting Association Forensic Section Strategic Planning 
Committee and was appointed program and paper co-chair for the AAA 2021 Forensic Section Virtual 
Conference. 
Andrea Scheetz was appointed as guest editor of Journal of Forensic Accounting Research 2022 COVID-19 
Special Issue. 
Andrea Scheetz won the “Ohio Midyear Meeting Best Paper Award” and the “Public Interest Midyear Meeting 
Best Quantitative Paper Award” for the American Accounting Association (2020). 
Andrea Scheetz won the “Emerald Literati Network Award Highly Commended Paper Award” for the Journal 
of Accounting & Organizational Change (2020). 
Gloria Stuart and Paula Mooney presented “VITA: Volunteer Income Tax Assistance” at the Accounting 
Association meeting (April 6, 2021). 
Maliece Whatley was appointed to the board of governors as treasurer of the Institute of Internal Auditors, 
Coastal Georgia Chapter.  
Maliece Whatley was appointed to the board of directors as secretary of the Georgia Society of CPAs 
Educational Foundation.  
Michael Wiggins presented “Teaching Financial Accounting Principles to Non-Accounting Major 
Underclassmen: How to Engage Students Who Want to Burn You in Effigy,” at the annual meeting of the 
Tennessee Society of Accounting Educators (September 25, 2020). 
 




Alumni Notes & Promotions                         
 
Allen Akins  BBA, MAcc (2006) 
was named partner in Hancock Askew’s 
Jacksonville office in November 2020. 
 
Sean Balas  BBA (2018) 
accepted a position as senior accountant with 
RangeWater Real Estate in Atlanta in 2020. Prior to 
this, he worked in assurance and auditing with 
Windham Brannon. 
 
Brett Beattie  MAcc (2012) 
was promoted to finance manager at Home Depot 
headquarters in Atlanta in 2020. 
 
Rebecca Beck  BBA, MAcc (2012) 
was promoted to senior tax manager at EY’s San 
Antonio office in October 2020. 
 
Phillip Buelterman  BBA, MAcc (2013) 




Matt Breida  BBA (2017) 
signed a one-year $1.055 million contract to play 
running back for the Buffalo Bills on March 25, 
2021. The former Eagles accounting and football 
star is entering his fourth season in the NFL. 
 
Hannah Brown  MAcc (2015) 
was promoted to technical accounting manager at 
Greenbacker Capital in Montpelier, Vermont in April 
2021. 
 
Ross Cannon  BBA, MAcc (2006) 
was promoted to partner in entrepreneurial 
services in the Atlanta office of Mauldin Jenkins in 
2020. 
 
Brad Collins  BBA (2007) 
was appointed president and CEO of SunMark 




Arecia Combs  BBA, MAcc (2019)  
was promoted to associate II in Draffin Tucker’s 
healthcare practice in July of 2020. 
 
Samuel Evans  MAcc (2009) 
was promoted to principal at Hancock Askew’s 
Savannah office in April 2021.  
 
Robert Faust  BBA, MAcc (2006) 
was promoted to principal at Hancock Askew’s 
Atlanta office in April 2021.  
 
Nancy Gault  BBA (1980) 
accepted a position as partner at Nichols Cauley in 
Kennesaw in August 2020. 
 
Billy Hickman  BBA (1974) 
was elected in November, 2020 to the Georgia 
State Senate, District 4. Hickman is a partner at 
Dabbs, Hickman, Hill & Cannon, LLP. 
 
Bryant Hosch  BBA, MAcc (2007) 
is controller at Piedmont Healthcare in Atlanta. He 
was named to the Georgia Southern Magazine 
Winter 2020 “40 Under 40.”  
 
Michael Jenkins  BBA, MAcc (2018) 
took a position as financial accountant for SalesLoft 
in Atlanta in February 2021. He was previously with 
Warren Averett. 
 
Keith Johnson  BBA (1985) 
is the managing partner and chief investment 
officer of Integras Partners in Atlanta. 
 
Luke McBee  BBA (2016) 
was promoted to director of operations of Bland 
Farms in January 2021. 
 
Emily McConnell  BBA, MAcc (2016) 
joined Moore Colson CPAs in Atlanta as a business 
assurance senior associate in 2020.  
 
 






Phil Moore  BBA (1982) 
formerly of Wipfli/PKM, will assume the position of 
CFO for Nicolet Bankshares, Inc. in Atlanta in June 
2021.  
 
Laura Myers  BBA (2017) 
joined the faculty at Savannah Tech in January 
2021. She teaches financial accounting and 
taxation. 
 
Philip Olds  BBA (1977) 
will release the 11th edition of his textbook 
Fundamental Financial Accounting Concepts for 
McGraw-Hill in 2022. Olds is an associate professor 
of accounting at Virginia Commonwealth University. 
 
Brian Prevatt  BBA, MAcc (2009) 
is the CFO of Parker’s. In 2020 he was one of 20 
industry professionals nationwide age 35 and under 
named as a “Future Leader of Convenience” by 
Convenience Store News.  
 
Linette Rousseau  MAcc (2016) 
is a Ph.D. student in accounting and a graduate 
instructor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. In 
2020, she won a distinguished teaching award for 
the third straight year. 
 
Genevieve Saraiva  BBA (2007) 
was promoted to manager of strategy & growth with 
Oakville Enterprises Corporation of Ontario, 








Brandon Smith  BBA, MAcc (2008) 
was promoted to partner with Mauldin & Jenkins’s 
Atlanta office in 2020. 
 
Lt. Gen. Leslie Smith  BBA (1985) 
serves as the 66th Inspector General of the US 
Army. 
 
Josh Stinson  BBA, MAcc (2016) 
was promoted to audit manager with Smith & 
Howard’s Atlanta office in January 2021. 
 
Jackson Taylor  BBA (2017) 
was promoted to senior associate auditor with 
Warren Averett’s Atlanta office in June 2020. 
 
Faith Veal  BBA, MBA (2018) 
was promoted to manager for Bennett Thrasher in 
Atlanta in February 2021. 
 
Dana Velasquez  BBA, MAcc (2011) 
is a manager at EY and was named to the Parker 
College of Business Young Alumni board. 
 
Paul Wilhelm  BBA, MAcc (2008) 
joined the senior management team as vice 
president and CFO of Quality Products in Charlotte 
in 2020. 
  
Marta Yelvington  BBA, MAcc (2018) 
was promoted to senior tax accountant at Hancock 
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Alyssa Morgan 
NABA Chapter President 
Under her leadership, our NABA chapter achieved 
platinum status for the first time in SOA history. 
 
 
Diversity at the SOA 
The Parker College is committed to building the sort of diverse and inclusive environment that will develop and 
enable leaders who can change the world for the better. Especially in business, success depends on engaging 
people from all walks of life. It depends upon drawing out and inviting in the expertise and experiences of diverse 
individuals, so as to better understand and serve their communities. It relies on trust and reliability and the 
commitment to value others and to treat them with the sort of respect, with which we all desire to be treated. At the 
Parker College, we see success as an exercise in community, shared responsibility, and commitment. And in 
business, that community includes everyone. We are committed to diversity and inclusion because it’s the right thing 
to do, the right way to teach, and the way to lead in the business world.                                                                    








Inclusive Leadership:  
Why it matters in business and in life  
Talk sponsored by the SOA, Beta Alpha Psi and the GSCPA 














EY Campus Recruiting Leader 
Diversity & Inclusiveness 
 
Melvin Lamboy-Ruiz, Ph.D 
Assistant Professor of Accountancy 
Was appointed inaugural chair of the 
American Accounting Association 
Committee on DEI Resources 
 




     
 



























Georgia Southern University far exceeds the                                                                                                            
national average for diversity in every metric. 
Source: CollegeFactual.com  
Georgia Southern’s sex distribution 
is 56% female, 44% male. 
Georgia Southern’s racial distribution includes 
approximately 40% minority students. 
Source: CollegeFactual.com 
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Call for Submissions: We want to hear from you 
We want this newsletter to be about you, your firm, your organization. If you have any submissions for 
the Eagle Accountant, feel free to send them to us. Ideas for submissions include career moves, 
promotions, retirements, firm mergers, published articles, awards, professional accomplishments, and 
alumni events. If you are interested in providing us with more personal news, such as births, 
marriages or the passing of alumni, we’d be glad to include it in next year’s edition. You can submit 
ideas for an article or if you have an article that you’ve written that you think would be of interest to 
Eagle alumni, we’d be glad to give it consideration. This is not an all-inclusive list. If something is of 
interest to you, it likely will be to other alumni. Feel free to submit any of the above to the email below. 
 
Would you like to be part of our Alumni Database? 
We’d like to put together a database of School of Accountancy alumni. If you’re interested in being 
included, please email your contact information to the address below. 
 


















Samantha Backey (1975 – 2020) 
 
Samantha Backey passed away on March 27, 2020. Samantha attended Andrew College and later 
Georgia Southern University, where she received a MAcc. She worked at Direct Auto Exchange, 
where she was an accounting manager. She loved spending time with family and shopping. 
Samantha was a member of Antioch Missionary Baptist Church in Brinson, Georgia. She is 
remembered for her kind heart, generosity and smile that brightened the day of all who knew her. 
 
Woodrow “Woody” Davis, Jr. (1944 – 2020) 
 
Woodrow “Woody” Davis, Jr. passed away on November 7, 2020. Woody attended Georgia Southern 
College (University). He became a CPA and joined Nichols Cauley, serving the firm for many years. 
He was active in multiple organizations, including as president of the Warner Robins Rotary Club. He 
was an avid outdoorsman, serving as president of the Houston County Saddle Club and member of 
the American Quarter Horse Association. Woody was also a dedicated fisherman who made his own 
rods. He was a committed member of Centerville United Methodist Church where he started the 
Seeker Sunday School class. 
 
James “Terry” Gordon (1943 – 2020) 
 
James “Terry” Gordon passed away on December 30, 2020.  Terry attended Georgia Southern 
College (University) and received a bachelor’s in accounting. Upon graduation, he joined Touche 
Ross & Co. (now Deloitte), later joining Ashworth & Associates, and finally establishing his own 
practice, J. Terry Gordon & Company, C.P.A., in Norcross. Terry had a philanthropic spirit. He served 
numerous organizations, including as president of the Gwinnett County Rotary Club. He was a board 
member of Zoo Atlanta and the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International. With the Gorilla Fund he 
traveled to Africa in his efforts to preserve the habitat and protect mountain gorillas in Rwanda. Terry was a charter 
founder of Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church, in Lilburn, Ga. His tireless generosity will be missed.  
 
William Hodges, Jr. (1951 – 2021) 
 
William Hodges, Jr. passed away on March 27, 2021. William was a 1973 graduate of Georgia 
Southern College (University), where he received a bachelor’s in business administration and 
accounting. William worked as controller for Brooks Instruments and spent the last 20 years of his 
career at Howard Lumber Company. William was a passionate member of Millen Baptist Church for 
nearly five decades, where he served as director, deacon and Sunday school teacher.   
 
Tim Pearson (1957 – 2020) 
 
Tim Pearson passed away on July 28, 2020 from complications of COVID-19. Tim was the director of 
the School of Accountancy. He was one of the premier experts in the country in forensic accounting. 
After receiving a bachelor of science in mathematics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, he 
switched to accounting and received his masters and Ph.D from Wisconsin. He then embarked on a 
career in academia, which continued for over 30 years until his death. He served on the faculty of the 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire and West Virginia University before coming to Georgia Southern. 
He was as an editor for a number of academic journals and secured millions in academic grants for his institutions. Tim 
was one of the kindest professors and administrators the Georgia Southern community has ever known. His intellect and 
thoughtfulness are greatly missed.  
 







Kitty Burke Williams (1948 – 2021) 
 
Kitty Burke Williams passed away on February 15, 2021 after a battle with pancreatic cancer. She 
served as a faculty member in the School of Accountancy at Georgia Southern for 26 years, retiring 
after being diagnosed with multiple sclerosis two decades ago. She persevered and enjoyed life in 
retirement. She and her husband Jimmy moved to Tybee Island and traveled the world. She enjoyed 
bringing gifts from exotic locations for her grandchildren. She received her BBA and MAcc from 
Georgia Southern. She later earned the CPA designation and worked in public accounting, but her 
true passion was teaching. A former student said in tribute: “One of my favorite professors. You could tell she loved 
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